been presented at the conference. The Soviet delegation
has expressed serious doubts with regard to this plan.
It is one thing to ascertain the economic needs of the
European countries for American aid in the form of
credits and goods by means of estimates drawn up by the
European countries themselves. This is acceptable and may
prove useful to the European countries. It will be an entire-
ly different matter if the conference engages in drawing
up a comprehensive economic program for the European
countries, as the French draft suggests, and only in pass-
ing ascertains their needs of American economic aid. If
the conference strays on to this path, it will digress far
from the tasks it has been set, and will fail to yield posi-
tive results.
It has been said here that France has an economic plan
of her own, and the French Government hopes for favour-
able results from this plan. Great Britain also has an
economic program. It is widely known that in the Soviet
Union the rehabilitation and development of the national
economy is based on a state socialist plan. The Soviet
people have already carried out more than one five-year
plan. At present they are successfully carrying out their
postwar Stalin Five-Year Plan. This ensures a steady im-
provement of their material and cultural well-being.
It is also known that certain other European countries
are now likewise engaged in rehabilitating their national
economies on the basis of two-year and three-year plans.
And no mean successes have already been achieved in the
carrying out of these plans.
Hitherto it has been taken for granted that each na-
tion should decide for itself how best to secure the reha-
bilitation and development of its economy. No European
government intends to interfere and say whether the Mon-
net plan is good or bad for France. This is the affair of